BENJAMIN FRANKLIN
suades them that the city is so well defended that any
raid will only bring disaster to the raiders. Besides,
their purpose is unworthy of them. The mob finally
disperses and goes home without bloodshed.
Within six months Franklin is back in England,
again commissioned by the Pennsylvania Assembly to
act as its agent in an effort to persuade the king "to
resume the government" of the colony and to release
it from the intolerable yoke of the Penns. In this
Franklin fails. The bent of the English government
is toward increasing, not diminishing, the burdens upon
the colonies. It now introduces the famous Stamp Act
by which it hopes to raise money from America to help
pay the cost of England's war with France Franklin
exerts every effort to prevent the passage of this act,
which he calls "the mother of mischief." He fails
again; Parliament passes the act. Back in Pennsyl-
vania the enraged colonists, not realizing the odds
against which he has fought in England, condemn him
as a turncoat and even a traitor. His family barely
escapes being mobbed. Knowing nothing of this and
refusing to accept his defeat, he continues to labor
against the act, secures a hearing before the House of
Commons, and, after a dramatic conflict, wins a repeal
of the act. When the news reaches America, he is
restored to the esteem and confidence of his country-
men.
But his victory is short-lived. The king's party soon
passes other bills, including the Townshend Acts, im-
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